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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 
Gen. i. 27.—** So God créated man in his own im- 
age; in the image of God created he him ; male 
and female created he them.” 





be found to maintain a most egregious errer. For 
Christ never so much as insinuates.a single idea on 
the subject. It is very strange that-Christ did not 
know enough of the human character and give us 
such information as to put this question beyond dis- 
pute. But those who so strenuously try to support 
this doctrine cannot furnish a solitary expression 
from the words of Christ to prove it. Let them do 
it if they can. 

Notwithstanding the various qualifications which 
are often made in regard to the restricted sense, of the 
expression, total depravity, they are all untenable and 
render the sense of it nugatory and unmeaning : we 


It is somewhat remarkable in this enlightened | think that such attempts only show the weakness of 


age of free and liberal inquiry, that so many advo- 
cates, for the doctrine of total depravity, can be 


found. Though many have relinquished this senti- | 


alame cause, which fairly falls to the ground by 
itsown weight. If we are, originally, fotally depraved, 





then we are so; not totally so in some respects and 


ment, yet there are others who appear to regard it | in others possess as much generosity, humanity, sym- 


as their sheet anchor, and as one of the principal 
“corner stones” of genuine orthodoxy. 


gious formularies are believed and endeavored to be 
supported by the deceptive ingenuity of man, rather 


| pathy, liberality, and as humane a disposition as those 
We should | 
think that common observation was enough to refute | 
the sentiment without resorting to many arguments | 
—but, we find when popular creeds and other reli- | 
/many amiable qualities, and all ** of good report,” 


do who pretend to be regenerated. This proposition 
cannot be supported, i. e. total depravity in connex- 
ion with such a variety of social and benevolent af- 
fections. -How can a person be -possessed of so 


and yet, this same person not imbibe one single par- 


than reason, observation, or even the scriptures, it is| ticle of inherent goodness? It is impossible—as 
very difficult to convince such of their unreasonable | much so as it is to gather grapes from thorns and 


dogmas. ‘Their favorite superstructure is consid- 
ered too sacred to be touched, or its intrinsic value 
disputed. However valuable and important this ar- 
ticle of faith may be to those who pretend to believe 
it, it is not considered by any on the other side, to 
be so divine and of such heavenly origin but what we 
may take ofthe fruit and faithfully examine wheth- 
er it teaches ws alesson of such importance. We 
should think, if man were totally depraved, that we 
should be able, some way or other, to discern or per- 
ceive the truth of the sentiment. However, accor- 
ding to our observation and investigation we consid- 
er the doctrine altogether untenable and unscriptur- 
al. In fine, to conceive in one’s mind that every 
human being who is born into the world, and made 
by an rsrinite and Hetr Gop, is totally depraved, 
is nothing less than revolting and degrading to hu- 
man nature, and does not comport consistently with 
the true character of an all-wise and eternal Je- 
hovah ! 

Inspiration saith, that Adam was created in “ the 
image of God,” and so is every child that is now 
born into the world, or ever has been. Cana child, 
or any person be totally depraved who possesses a 
soul and created after “the image of God?’ How 
could Christ “take fitile children into his arms and 
bless them,” and say, “ of such isthe kingtlom of ‘hea- 
ven,” if they were totally depraved? Ordo the or- 
praved andiyet be fit subjects for heaven? Either 
Christ did not snow what he said, or did not mean as 
he said, andifhe did know and mean as is plainly 
stated ; then the advecates of total depravity will 


Jigs from thistles. ‘Total depravity utterly disquali- 
fies the mind for receiving, or even conceiving any 
good design or intention ; without it can be made to 
appear that every person is possessed of fwo differ. 
ent kinds of souls; one which is totally depraved 
and is subject to a state of endless torments in-a fu- 
ture state, if not regenerated before death—and the 
other, where all our natural, social, and moral affec- 
tions or qualities centre, and is calculated, merely, 
for an outside show, and has no part ina future state, 
however amiable it may be.—These two souls must 
have existence in the above described manner, if 
total depravity be true—but who in the name of won- 
der can support such a fanciful hypothesis? assu- 
redly, no one ! 

If total depravity be true, and we remain so in that 
state prior to a change of heart, then why, after re- 
generation, do we not become fofally righteous? If 
the first part of the proposition be true, then the 
latter must follow of course, i. e. we should be whol- 
ly righteous. Now no one will pretend after a person 
is regenerated, that he lives without sinning. Why 
not? It is as probable that a person can live with- 
out sinning after regeneration, asit is for him to per- 
form good actions when totally depraved. One idea 
is a8 consistent as the other~yet, neither of them 


der to exhibit the absurdity of the doctrine. Why 
not, advocate total righteousness in this life —be- 
cause the orthodox know it to be an utter absurdity. 





tend for the opposite principle. — 
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is true. ‘We place the subject in this view, in or- |i 


Now it is remarkably sttange that they should con- | 6 





from the circumstance e of certain scripture express- 
ions, such as, ** being born again,” * created. anew,” 
“and putting off the old man,” &c. &c. and numer- 

ous other passages might be recited of like import, 
is wholly gratuitous and without the least shadow 
of proof—our “ being born again,” &e. &c. does not 
carry the idea that we are entirely depraved, no 
more than to argue, because we are born small, help- 
less infants, it would prove that we should never ar- 
rive to a state of maturity or manhood. We are, 
says St. Paul, “ sanctified only in part ;” and always 
are in this state, because we are made “in the im- 
age of God”—and possessing the image of God, how 
can we be depraved to the utmost degree? This is 
impossible. A person in the above state of impo- 
tency cannot be made “in the image of God,” nor 
have an intelligent soul. These ideas are true, if this 
doctrine be so, But no one will ever maintain either 
ofthem. How cana person have a mind capable, 

we would ask, of acting, comprehending, calculating 
and undergoing all the various operations and evo- 
lutions of mental exercises, and yet not have one spark 
of the Divine mind—no inherent principle of good- 
ness? Any person embracing such an idea from 
due reflection, must, we think, be destitute of a 
mind capable of judging or making any correct ob- 
servations. How can a mind, so totally perverted, 


be capable of discerning between good and evil. 


would it not be biassed altogether on evil, It cer- 
tainly would. Therefore, let us examine the subject 
which way we please, it still proves a great absurd- 
ity! ft is an article of faith as far removed from 
truth as Zight is different from darkness / For if to- 
tal depravity be true, then total righteousness, its op- 
posite, must be so—and as the latter no one con- 
tends to be correct, so, the former is alike fallacious. 
This subject to be resumed in a future number. 
R. C ** # * 
Middleboro’, July 26, 1825. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 
i 


Mr. Epiror, 
Srn—i send you the following confession of an in- 


fidel philosopher (Rousseau) that the many readers of 


your interesting publication, might see in what re- 
spect Jesus and his doctrine were holden, and rep- 


resented by those who profess to reject both him 
and the scriptures of divine truth. 


“I will confess to you,” says he, * that'the majes- 
ty of the soriptures bem me with admiration, as 
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ol Wha sublime nia mains - erg 
found wisdom in his discourses! What presence 
of mind, what subtlety! | What truth in his replies ! 
How great the command over his passions! Where 
is the man, where the philosopher who could so live, 
and so die, without weakness and without ostenta- 
tion? When Plato described his imaginary good 
man, loaded with all the shame of guilt, yet merit- 
ing the highest rewards of virtue, he describes ex- 
actly the character of Jesus Christ: The resem- 
blance was so striking that all the fathers perceived 
it. What prepossession, what blindness must it be, 
to compare the son of Sophroniseus to the son of 
Mary ? 

What an infinite disproportion there is between 
thei: Socrates dying without pain as ignominy easi- 
ly supports his character to. the last; if his death, 
however easy, had not crowned his life, it might 
have been doubted whether Socrates, with all his 
wisdom, was any thing more than a vain sophist. 
He invented, it is said, the theory of morals. Oth- 
ers, however, had before put them in practice ; he 
had only to say therefore what they had done, and 
to reduce their examples to precepts. Aristides 


had been just before Socrates defined justice ; Leo-|. 


nidas had given up his life for his country before 
Socrates declared patriotism to be a duty. The 
Spartans were a sober people before Socrates rec- 
ommended sobriety, before he had even defined vir- 
tue, grace abounded in virtuous men. But where 
could Jesus learn, among his competitors, tha? pure 
and sublime morality of which he only hath given 
us both precept and example ? 

The greatest wisdom was made known among the 
most bigoted fanaticism, and the simplicity of the 
most heroick virtues did honour to the vilest peo- 
ple onearth. The death of Socrates, peaceably phi- 
losophising with his friends, appears the most agree- 
able that could be wished for ; that of Jesus expi- 
ring in the midst of agonizing pains, abused, insul- 
ted, and accused by a whole nation, is the most hor- 
rible that could be feared. Socrates in receiving 
the poison blessed indeed the weeping executioner 


who administered it; but Jesus in the midst of ex- | 


cruciating tortures, prayed for his merciless tormen- 
tors. Yes, if the life and death of Socrates were 
those of a sage, the life and death of Jesus are those 


a mere fiction? Indeed, my friend, it bears not the 
mark of fiction ; on the contrary, the history of Soc- 
rates, which no body presumes to doubt, is not so 
well attested as that of Jesus Christ, Such a suppo- 
sition in fact only shifts the difficulty, without obvia- 
ting it. It is more inconceivable that a number of 
persons should agree to write such a history, than 
that only one should furnish the history of it. The 
Jewish authors were incapable of the diction, and 
strangers to the morality contained in the gospel, 
the marks of whose truth are so striking and inimit- 
able that the inventor would be a more 
character than a hero.” | didnt 

Pride frequently assumes the garb of humility, 
because it is the more gratified in being mistaken 
‘for 30 noble a virtue, 








REVIEW OF MR. FISK’S EXAMINATION. 
(conTINUVED FROM PAGE 4.) : 

The examination now before us contains in the} 
first paragraph a charge against the reviewer of * for- 
getting himself, shifting his ground, and changing his 
principles of reasoning, and rules of construction, just 
to suit his present exigency or convenience.’ 

This charge, Mr. F. predicates upon our agree- 
ment with a proposition which he had advanced re- 
specting a rule of interpretation. The principle of 
interpretation to which we assented is the following 
—“ We cannot fix upon the time when this (reward) 
shall take place, merely from the tense of the verb. 
But the time when must be determined from God’s 
known. method of proceeding, and from the time 
marked out by his word.” 

The reviewer is charged with forgetting, shifting 
and changing, for no other reason than that of quo- 
ting Psalms xvii. 20. “The Lord rewarded me ac- 
cording to my righteousness: according to the 
cleanness of my hands hath he recompensed me.” 
Again—Heb. ii. 2,3. Speaking of those who had 
received the law by the disposition of angels and 
had not kept it; the apostle saith—*If the word 
spoken by angels was steadfast, and cvery transgress- 
ion and disobedience received a just recompense of 
reward ; how shall we escape,” &c. These passa- 
ges were used to show that reward and punishment 
were the allotments of time ; and the past tense of 
the verbs were cited as an evidence of this fact. 
This is the ground of the charge above noticed 
Let us now see whether we have been thus guilty 
of a breach of good rules. We agreed that the 
time could not be determined merely from the tense 
of the verb :—But, was this saying that the fense of 
the verb had no influence in determining the time ? 
We think not :—nor can we possibly discover how 
Mr. F. could view it in this light, if he understood 
the remaining part of the proposition, which is as 
follows :-—‘* But the time, when, mus? be determin- 
ed from God’s known method of proceeding, and from 
the time marked ont by. his word.” But how, we 
ask, could the time marked out by God’s word be de- 
termined, if no reference be had to the tense of the 
verbs ? And further, it ought to be observed, that 
the method of God’s proceeding, in the punishment of 


sin, is clearly denoted in the two passages above 


of a God. Shall we suppose the evangelick history : quoted : Nor has Mr. F. so much as attempted to 


show that the application of these passages by the 
reviewer were not perfectly correct. Mr. F. and 


‘not the reviewer, has abandoned the rule above 


mentioned, by, wholly disregarding the time marked 
out by God’s word, and neglecting to observe God’s 
known method of proceeding, as clearly revealed in 
the texts above quoted. How much credit his first. 
charge is entitled to, our readers are left to decide. 


It is proper here to observe that the rule of inter- 
pretation which we have been considering, has a 
peculiar force in those prophetick writings, where 


events, which had not taken place, are spoken of as. 


though they had already transpired, to denote the 
certainty of their fulfilment. In such cases, 1 


tense of the verbs are used, when the whole. iri of 


discourse plainly shows that the thing spoken of is 
future. Thc publics dectciyiica of be- Detees "ts 


| kind 


 cainn whan dia jundih aap siete But where the 
subject itself, or the general tenure of the scriptures 
does not warrant a different conclusion, the tense of 
the verb must be understood according to its natural 


import. 
Mr. F. murmurs because the reviewer left out a 


part of one of his paragraphs, quoted from the Ser- 

mon, page 5. ‘* Now we know God does not reward 
every man according to his works here. J is true, 
he administers his government in such a manner, as to 
show in many instances, even in this life, his approba- 
tion of righteousness, and his disapprobation of sin. But 
the sinner is not always the most wretched here, nor 
is the saint always the most happy.” 

The omission of the part in italicks is the subject 
of Mr. Fisk’s complaint. But that has no bearing 
upon the unqualified statement of Mr. F. contained 
in the first and ast part of the quotation ; and for 
| this reason was omitted. It was the barefaced and 
unqualified assertions—we know &e. The sinner is not 
always the most wretched here, &c. against which we 
levelled the proofs of reason and holy writ—(See 
Vol. I. pages 125, 126, 129, 130.) and to which Mr. 
F. has furnished no reply.. We think it would have 
been far more consistent with the professed object 
of his communication to have met our arguments in 
a direct form, or to have abandoned such untenable 
and unscriptural positions, than to have poured out 
his strength n the voice of complaint, especially, 
when no just cause of complaint existed. 

Our examiner tells us-of the passage in Prov, xi. 
31. “The righteous shall be recompensed in the 
earth : much more the wicked and the sinner,”— 
‘that the Greek version reads this passage’—*\f the 
righteous are scarcely saved, where shall the sinner 


and the ungodly appear ?” And observes that Peter 
has quoted it in his 1st Epistle, iv. 18. Let this be 
admitted ; and then look at the application which 
the apostle made of this passage. “For the time és 
come that judgment must begin atthe house of God : 
and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of 
them that obey not the gospel of God.” Verse 17. 
By this quotation it will be seen that the apostle 
applies this borrowed declaration from the prophet 
to a judgment which was to be realized in that age : 
and the time of whose commencment had already 
arrived. So it appears that the ap 
of applying this text to the 4 omg camcrea of pun- 
ishment in a future state of bei : 

Having before us another tm | | 
in Pet. we will offer it to the reader before we no- 
tice Mr. F’s paraphrase of the text—“The time is 
come for punishment to begin with the family of 
God : but ifit begin with us, what will be the issue 
with those who are not convinced by the cin 
God? And if the iia rill scar 
pi how oar me | un ‘sinner shor 


> Mr. F's 








* We st — P 
To any the least of this paraphrase, it 
edgment that a part of the human family will receive 
the punishment of their sins in this world ! Nor can 
he deny this without settmg aside his own explana- 
tion. Now we will press the question to every 
mind :—Since the apostle has fixed the time of this 
judgment in this state of being, and Mr. F. acknowl- 
edges that in this judgment the believers will re- 
ceive the punishment of their sins, is not the evi- 
dent design of the apostolic inquiry this? If the be- 
lievers in the gospel do not escape the punishment of 
their sins in this judgment, what will be the issue of 
this same judgment with the unbelieving and ungodly ? 
Will they—can they escape the punishment of their 
sins in this judgment ? "Fhis appears to us to be the 
plain, and only proper sense of the passage. To 
show this with still more clearness, we will offer the 
reader a literal translation of the passage in question, 
and the preceding verse, from the Septuagint ver- 
sion. Prov. xi. 30, 31. “ From the fruit of righteous- 
ness springeth up the tree of life : but the lives of 
transgressors are prematurely destroyed. If the 
righteous man scarcely escapeth: where shall the 
ungodly and sinner appear ‘” Thus it is evident, 
that by an appeal to the Septuagint, or Greek ver- 
sion of the Old Testament, Mr. F. has gained noth- 
ing, since the plain rendering of the Greek, and the 
commonly received translation of the Hebrew text, 
substantially support the saine doctrine, namely, that 
both the righteous and the wicked receive their re- 
ward in the present mode of being. 
We shall reserve our intended remarks upon his 
views of the sanctions of the law of Moses for anoth- 


er number. 
(To BE CONTINUED.) 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
Mr. Eniror, 

The following communication first appeared near- 
‘y two years ago in the Religious Inquirer, but as 
such circumstances and conduct as it depicts to 
view are not confined to particular towns ; and more- 
over, that to the knowledge of the writer they have 
actually transpired in this town, I feel particularly 
desirous the communication should appear in the 
Telescope. 


Yours, A Consistent Universalist. 


FROM THE (HARTFORD) RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 

“Can ye not discern the signs of the times 2” —Cuniusr. 

Mr. Eprror.—The artifice and intrigue of the en.- 
emies of Universalism, are on a variety of 
occasions. Now, as the Universalists value the 
cause of truth, and desire to promote its prosperity, 
it is necessary that they act with a scrupulous re- 
oe to the welfare of body, and careful- 
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employ arts with more or less success, we 
select that of Mourning. When the fe of ten- 
derness are powerfully excited by the loss ofa friend, 
say, of abeloved child, on whom parental fondness do- 
ted with the seneh pine MIEN Se these 


an unsuspecting 


their faith, who profess a desire to serve them in the 
hour of affliction, and with all apparent kindness, 
Reyer making the ppc 3 arrangements for the 
t solemn rites. In order the better to carry their 
point, they profess an indifference as to the 
who shall perform the funeral solemnities ; but, as 
the friends of the deceased are numerous, and wish 
to attend, it would be well to have some little respect 
to their feelings in the choice of a minister. The 
pen a confidence in the liberality of the princi- 
pal mourners, and at the same time, mention some 
favourite minister ; say a Baptist—Or if a Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Congregationalst, or Quaker were to be 
invited to officiate, the friends and connexions would 
be gratified by attending. You see from this, that 
any thing but an universalist, will be quite accepta- 
ble to these crafty speculators. Now what is the 
bearing and influence of this speculation; provided 
it proves successful in producing an acquiesence on 
the part of those mourners whoare Universalists ? we 
answer ; without the least hesitancy, for we know it 
to be the fact, that it affords the enemies of Univer- 
salism a pretext for saying what they frequently have 
said, and still say ; namely—that ‘* when the Univer- 
salists are in trouble ; when death stares them in 
the face, and they are called to follow a near and 
dear friend to the grave, they seldom call on a minis- 
ter of their own order, but turn their wishful eyes to 
a Baptist, Methodist, &c, and seem to say, help us 
by your prayers, strengthen us by your admonition and 
instruction, and comfortus by your faith and your 
hope ; for ours has failed us in the trying hour !”’ 
Although this kind of religious gossiping may be 
quite effective with timorous minds, who are in a 
great degree unacquainted with the world, and un- 
learned m the scriptures ; yet the effect is not confin- 
ed to this class, but extends with an influence upon 
the public mind, still more dangerous to the prosper- 
ity and growth of the truth. It impedesthe march 
of rational and liberal christianity, and lessens the 
respectability of our faith and order, by neglecting 
the ministers of our own denomination, and confer- 
ing that respect and attention which are due to them 
on the professed enemies ofour sentiments? What 
influence must this course produce upon those who 
are halting between two opinions, and are almost 
ready to declare in favour of the liberal cause ? 
What effect will it be likely to have upon the minds 
of our youth, who look up to the elder brethren for 
an example’? Pause, brethren, and ask yourselves 
—Woul ayant religious opposers suffer you, in ex- 
change of circumstances, thus to interfere ? Would 
they accept the services of an Universalist Minister 
at the funeral of a member of their own families, for 
the sake of gratifying a few friends, when a minister 
of their own faith was at hand, and could easily be 
obtained ? Are you acting as friends to the truth you 
profess, while you suffer yourselves thus to be 
duped, at the expense of the faith you have em- 
braced ? Brethren, Se ee ee 
give ae the enemies of your religion occasion to tri- 
ump . 
In closing, we beg leave to remind those officious 
gentlemen and ladies, that a repetition of the above 
en ee their names before the 
Rerigctor. 


A Tippler is the most unreasonable of all beggars : 





petence, or to satis- | but little at 
the indispensable calls of nature : But the fippler | to let slip 
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- PROM THE HISTORY OF EFISCOPACY. 


' | VICTIMS OF THE INQUISITION. 

“The inquisition is a famous ecclesiastical court un- 
der the direction of papal Rome, for the trial of such 
as are accused or even suspected of heresy. Many 
of its horrid acts of cruelty and injustice are record- 
ed ; but among them all, we do not rememberto 
have ever read one more affecting than the follow- 


” When Syracuse was in its glory there was one 
Bellarius, a foreign merchant, who in the course 
of business had amassed great riches, and who at the 


Y | same time was so circumspect in all his ways, that 


even the eye of an emissary of the inquisition could 
find nothing of which to accuse him to the tribunal. 
Thus he lived in reputation and affluence for many 
years, to the great impatience of the inquisition, who 
could find no plausible pretence, by which they might 
fang his substance with their rapacious talons. Bel- 
larius had an only daughter, a lady about seventeen 
years of age—her person was the, perfection of sym- 
metry, and her mind a copy of the purest virtue. 
By her they found means to accomplish their pur- 


poses, and bring complicated ruin upon the unhappy _ 


parent. ‘The family retired toa peaceful repose— 
were one time alarmed about one o’clock in the 
morning ; first by the approach of a coach, and then 
by asmartrap at the gute. Bellarius from within, 
asked who is there? Was answered—the Holy In- 
quisition. Down stairshe runs, flew to the gate in 
obedience to the dread tribunal, and opened to re- 
ceive those ministers of death and darkness. Un- 
derstanding they were come for his daughter, in fur- 
ther obedience to these leaders of the church, he 
went himself up to her chamber, brought her down, 
trembling as she was, and delivered her into the 
hands of the horrid ravishers, who carried her off to 
the Seraglio, in the office of the inquisition, where 
for the present we leave her through fear of death, 
seduced from her virtue, by these. pretended pat- 
rons of religion, and return to the unhapy, disconso- 
late father. . 

Distressed and comfortless Bellarius remains at 
home, forsook all company, and conversed only with 
the various cogitatians of his own foreboding mind. 
At one time he conjectured that his hapless, daugh 
ter, in some inadvertent moment, might have blas - 
phemed either the wooden Virgin Mary, or t 
great high priest of Rome, or the holy inquisition- 
in which case he gave her up for lost, and doomed 
her to fall a sacrifice. Yet he could scarcely forgive 
the rigour of that religion which had in such a mer- 
It was not long after this an Armenian merchant, 
said to be newly arrived at Syracuse, called on him, 
under the pretence of buying a large assortment of 


him welcome to his house during his stay, which he 
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have my affairs in trade taken an dehivoetibsle tla 
and yet there is one thing gives me great dis 

The friendly Armenian was now more importufate 
to know his grievance, that he might at least sympa- 

thige with him in his affliction. Little suspecting 
he was conflicting with priestly subtlety, Bellarius 
thought he might safely lodge his circumstances in | 
the generous bosom of a merchant. He rephed— | 
“ Sir I suppose you are a stranger in Syracuse, as such 
let me adyise you, as you value your life and liberty, 
to be careful of your words and every part of your 
deportment during your abode, for this isa place of 
danger. I have, Sir, one only daughter, the perfect 
image of her lovely mother whom I had the misery 
to bury but a few months ago. I know not by what | 
temptation, but my poor girl has said something dis- 
honourable either against lady Loretto, his holiness | 
the pope, or their lordships the inquisitors, for 
which she is imprisoned in the inquisition, and I sup- | 

pose mus* answer for it with her life.” “0, no Sir, 
i hepe not,” said the Armenian, “the lady’s youth 
will intereede for her, and after some admonition, 
your daughter will be restored to the house of her 
father.” 


qualities capable of impressing the heart even of an | 
inquisitor. If this is the case, my poor daughter is 
already eithér dead or debauched.” Or, should it 








rest upon than was afforded on che nailing of eis Bat- 


tery, and although not a very comfortable seat, many | 
hundreds were glad to rest their weary limbs upon 
’ | it, notwithstanding, if they had been so unfortunate 





as to make the least slip of hand or foot, they might 
_ have been dashed to pieces on the rocks and stones 





* Ah! Sir,” rejoined the disconsolate Bel- | 
larius, “I cannot but fear that her'youth and beauty | 
are her greatest enemies and accusers. Those are | 


below, or plunged in the water. After having been 
sufficiently refreshed to proceed, on my return, I 
| stepped into the brick meeting-house in Beekman- 
street, and heatd the preacher descanting upon the 
text respecting the separation of the wheat and chaff. 
He stated that there was no difficulty in discrimina- 
ting who among the many multitudes were compar- 
able to the wheat, and who were the chaff—and 
without any exception or qualification whatever, de- 
clared that all those who contr:buted to the support 
of Missionary and Bible Societies, were the wheat, 
| and would enjoy everlasting felicity ; and that all 
those who clogged the wheels of the gospel carriage 
Gas he was pleased to term them) or withheld their | 
‘aid, were the chaff, and would be burnt eternally in 
| the fire unquenchable ! ! 
New-York, July, 1825. 





A SUBSCRIBER. 


FROM THE MAINE BAPTIST 
And now abideth Faith, Hope, and Charity, these 
three. But the greatest of these is Charity. 
I. Corinth. xiii. 13. 
| Three sisters, of one heavenly parent born, 





jeer n brighten, and the church adorn ; 


The eldest, arth with Revelation’s eyes, 


happen that any thing has been alleged against her | Through Reason’s shades, the realms of bliss descries, 


religious conduct, there are instruments enough in| 
the inquisition, and their lordships want not the | 
skill to use them—instruments sufficient to make a) 


helpless virgin confess that which never entered her | 


thoughts; so that at all events her death or dishon- | 
our is insured. No, Sir, it is not possible for me to | 
hope for better times, seeing the least hint thrown 

out against the a is condemned as unpar- 

donable blasphemy.” 

It was not long after this discourse, before the | 
pretended Armenian feigned a necessity of going | 
out—went straight to the inquisition, and made in- 
formation, (being a Jesuit in disguise as a merchant) | 
and that very night a coaci was sent to conduct Bel- | 
larius to the cells of their dreadful prison.—Next | 
day his effects were seized by order of the inquisi- 


tion, who now rejoiced that at last they had grasped | 


the long wished for prey. Confined in an abominable 
cell, he was greatly annoyed by vermin, and being 
divers times examined by torture, he died with grief 
for his daughter, who, as she could never freely 
yield to the loathsome embraces of those sanctified 
murderers, in a few months tired their patience. 
One of the ruffians first murdered her, and then burn- 
ed her to ashes in the dry pan. 


FROM THE NEW-YORK TELESCOPE, 


THE CHAFF AND THE WHEAT. 
_ The following communication is from a 
citizen, and may be relied upon as strictly true. 
It was. on one of those evenings, in which it is 
pleasant to walk about and visit some of those de- 
lightful promenades, that I found myself on the Bat- 
tezy ; not having found amy more convenient seat to 


le 


| Brings heaven, in realizing prospect home, 


| And antedates the happiness to come ! 


|The second, Hope, with life-bestowing smile, 
, Lightens each woe, and softens human toil ; 
| Bidding the thought-dejected heart ascend 


| To that blest place where ev’ry care shall end— 


| The youngest, Charity,—a seraph guest, 
| With clement goodness warms the social breast ; 
| Her boundless view and comprehensive mind 
Sees and pursues the weal of human kind. 
And taught to emulate the throne above, 
_Grasps all creation in the links of love ! 
| Yet two of these, though daughters of the sky, 
Boast short dufation and are born to die ; 
| For faith shall end in vision—Hope in joy ; 
| While Charity, mmortal and sublime, 
| Shall mock the darts of death and wreck of time : 
When nature sinks, herself the prey of fire, 
And all the monuments of art expire ; 
She shall emerge triumphant from the flame, 
The same her lustre and her worth the same, 
Confess’d, shall shine to saints and angels known, 
Approv’d, distinguish’d, near th’ eternal throne, 


PUNCTUALITY. 

Nothing begets confidence sooner than punetu- 
ality. In business or rcligion, it is the true path to’ 
honour and respect, while it procures a felicity to 
the mind unknown to those who make promises | 
only to break them, or suffer themselves to:bé so 


being their own masters. Whoever wishes t 





tion of others, must be punctual, 


life, who are strangers to that intercourse of good 
offices and kind. affections, which, by @ pleasing 
charm, attaches men to one another, and circulates 
tational enjoyment ftom heart to heart. 
ANECDOTE. 

An Arabian philosopher 1 was once at the court of 
a certain king, who was as much distinguished for 
his injustice, as for his despotism. This king, agree- 
able to his characterestic, was desirous of irritating 
the sage by some of his insults. To this énd he pos- 
itively affirmed that in the infernal regions was a 
mill for the purpose of grinding the heads of the learned 
—and then demanded of the venerable philosopher if 
it were not so, He, in return, replied with firmness 
and dignity, worthy of the highest culogium, *£ Yes / 
bui it is the blood of tyrants which makes the mill turn.’ 


Su 


Q-? Several communications are on file, and will 


hecage 


| appear as soon as convenience will permit. 





MARRIED, 
In this town, on Sunday evening last, by Rev. Mr. 
Webb, Captain Joseph B. Spooner, to Miss Sarah D. 
Verily, all of this town. 














DIED, 


In this town, on Wednesday morning last, after a 
short and distressing illness, Mr. William Brown, 
aged 18, son of the late Mr. Thurston Brown, of 
Little-Compton. 

On Monday morning last, William, son of Mr. 
Stephen Tripp, aged 9 years and 10 months. 

On Wednesday morning last, after a shiort illness, 
Mr. William Potter, in the 42d year of his age. 

On Tuesday last, Mrs. Sarah Cooke, wife of Mr. 

Caleb C. Cooke, inthe 29th year of her age, 

On the 3d _ instant, Charles D. son of Mr. Oliver 

Vinton, aged 13 months. 


On Monday, Isaac Brown, son of Mr. Truman Beck- 
with, aged 8 months, 

On Saturday last, Eliza Shearman, infant daughter 
of Mr. Pardon S. Pearse, aged 13 months and 14 
days. 

In Bristol, Mr. Elijah ‘Willard, aged 46. 

) 
SAMUEL W. WHEELER, 
No. 1104 WestMINsTER-STREET, 

Has just received, a Sermon on taking leave of 
the Second Universalist Church in the city of Phila- 
delphia, April 10th, 1825. By Rev. William Morse. 

Also, Rev. Mr. Stetson’s Six containing 
Remarks on Andrew Fuller’s reasons for believing 
that the future nt of the wicked will be 
endless. Price 25 cents. The tract, viz. ** Andrew 
Fuller’s reasons,” which the author of. these. 
mons professes to examine, has been industrious! 
circulated in this part of New-England, and p 
through the country. All we have to say ie, 
all th and hold fast that which is 








entangled in their concerns, as to be incapable of eet 
vance his own interest, and to secure “~ 2 appro ibe |e 





